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Game 19 66JCr Spring 1905 

GEHliiAi^rS liA.RCE SAST UUSSI-Aj:S WiiST 
BRITISH PIuilElTS KOVS" TOWA^J) SOUTBl^i:." "/ATS:i3 

The raovesi 

Gj3KL:;u:::Y (Shagrin) : Army LiTonie to i.:oscov;. Army Silesia to Galicia. 

Army i:unich to 'lyrolie.* Army .Bohemia support army 
"..Cunicli to Tyrolia, Array I^cTseilles to Piedmont. Army Burgundy to 
'K-^lseilles. S'leet Helgoland Brght~to I!oIl"nd!.""Array'^erTin "^o sTlesia. 
Army "^Jij'arsaw sup:,port army Silesia to Galicia. 

:i;r(SL-u^I) (¥ells)i ]?leet Gulf of Bothnia to ST/eden. Army St, Petersburg 

aup"7ort GS-TG.. 0:7 army '..i^arsaw to I.oscow, Pleet Barents 
Sea support army St. Petersburg, licet S-oc.in ^soutli coast! to V/'estern 
L^^^l^L^sjiee.n^J?leet^o±tu^B.X to S;^ain_tsouli!h coa'sty, :yIeet""i;'or\vegian 
Sea to v'orth Atlantic Ocean, "^Teet Sidinburgh"" -stands, Ijleet Lone" on to 
Unglish Channel, l^eet Liverpool to Irish Sea, 

RUSSIA {Zelazny)t Pleet Ankara to Blade Sea. irleet Bulgaria (south 

coast/ to Aegean, /U:T3]y Constantinople to j:iulgaria. 
Army Rumania support army Galicia tc Buda-oest, Army Galicia tc 
:3udapest. Army Smyrna tc Armenia, Army Koi^coT; to Ukraine, 

ITALY (]?rancis)j Arc^y^Tj^Tclic^to • Vienna^s, Axmy Venice tc^Piecmon-u, 

■ Army Trieste 3UT)-oort~auS3I/U'-^army Galicia tc'^BudaiDest, 
Army Home tc Tuscany, Bleet Gulf of Ijyon to v/estern Mediterranean, 
i^leet Greece to Ionian Sea, ' "* " — 

AUSTRIA (Hunroe) t Army_Vienna su2"-£rt army Bu.dapest, .Army Serbia 

BU^T^o'r^ army~Budar)esT," Army Budapest' su^r^crt army 
Serbia. ' ^- ^ 

The Italian array in 'lyrolia is dislodged; it ^-.las no aYailablw 
retreat as Piedmont i7as stood off on the move. It is therefore, < 
£:.uui'hS.lated. There is soma ciscussion of this move elsev;ho-re in this 
issue. The Austrian army in Budc.pest is likewiee avinihil.ted as it 
is dislodgeti and theie is no space open for retreat. These moves 
T;ere coriimunicated to the players some time ago by carbon- copy letter. 
A deadline for moves for ^J'all 1905 v.'as set for l,.onday, 15 Hay 1957. 

PBJilSS KSLSAS^ilS 

Sevastopol, 16 Apr. (:^";u&skoe Znamia) The tasic of setting- "up the Czar's 
bureaux in their new accomodations i£- done. This l?.st i:]c'.Jor .".lussian 
crty under* Imperial control is silent - a silence saic, to b« equa1>- 
able to the stillness before the storm - but rrhich storm, the 
Austrian turbulence, the German gale,. or the English draft? Oh, for 



a guiet garae of Hussian roulette, 

Taurida, 4 June A surprise attaol: e'nabled the Third l^eserve to 

seize Budapest v,'hile the Germans moved east* Xll-tli- this auccess^ hope 
is raised that the .Balkan situ;:tion \vill "be resolved by Winter 1906. 
Taurida, 18 JUne (BZ) The Prussian Pleet has "been orderecl to not repeat 
the rasteful gunnery practice v.-hich resulted in the defeat of the Imperial 
Ijorth l^leet last year, Ajamunition is in short supT)ly since the relocated 
rjunitions plant has not yet reached full production scheduleb. 
Grlatz-, 26 June. (SP) Prince Vlad left hi^^retreat here in early spring 
as soon s the carapaigninc; season opened. Eut the local inhabitants are 
still curious about their f^raous visitor, scarcely a weelc goe,e !by \;ithout 
sorae unconfirmed report or other about hira a;roearinG in 'che ldc.^::l 'oress. 
I'or instance, the Irtest issue of the GlatEer" v/ochenblatt had the follov.lng 
curious - and anonymous - report in its letter column: ='i:y the viay, 
Vlad and I.uci v/ere married, on Decmebr 7 (a day of infamy^), not X-ecember 
14. ];'urther, Luci may just possibly be a 'little bit -pregnant. Unter 
oen Linaen Bordscha-vlad Junior? ";7ouia you believe Sarly Bird? I vender 
if he v/ill show a marked distaste for electric lights? Luci can't wait 
to meet In's friends (fiends?), Graf von i'rahlcenstein, Count Dracula, etc., 
etc., v'hen they get to Galicia." 



Game 196SA9 . . l^'a lX 1906 

ALL TI^IiATi:a;S CHUIiBLE 

liussiA. iiwiixmB (^iriJuYt Tirejrcdnr attacks Prussia 
mmsH AEaiGAii" t/au corrTiiTcoss 

The moves: ■ ; 

;auSSIA (Helnsel): Army ITiniand to Sweden, ilrmy Sweden to Berlin. Army 

Budapest to gumania. Army Vienna to Bohemia. Ai^ 
Tyrolia to i-unich."A5^jrrr£i'te_¥upT^^ X^S^S.®* Army VSislad support 

rurjCISH saeet Haple's to Home". l?leet'"Baltic convoy^army Sweden to Berlin, 
l^leet pLumania to iJlack Sea. :..'leet i"^orway to SXcagerrak. 

PIIA11C2 (Thompson): Pleet lad-Atlantic . to y/estern i.e.diterranean.PH^leet 

■ Tunis support ITAIJ.^I^ fleet Tyrrhenian Sea. Army 

'Ji^3i^'^£.^2?i«"'^£ Xo£^^^4.^1»-.^l®£^„^'£^£OH i°-j£^K^£;^£®jL ^'lee't j^nglisH -Channel 
supp*ort £rmy"'Pe'lgium. Army Picardy support^army Belgium. Army Gascony 
support army Burgundy. Army Burgundy support PlD'SSIAlV army Tyrolia to 
i:unich. Army B^^^lgium support c.-vmy Burgundy. 

T"J?Ja3Y (Greene): Pleet xTaples to Pome. Pleet Ionian Sea to jPvoles. 

IJ'leet Aegean to Ionian Sea. Illee_t Albania toji'rieste. 
Army Bulgaria to Pumania. Army Serbia support""army BuXgarX.? to Pumania. 

GiiPJ'XiY (Ifelson)s Pleet Denmark support fleet Porth Sea. ^J^J^-ui^ich 

s,u£port ^.rmji'^Pi^nr. Army Holland support^army PuEr. 
Pleet Perth Sea and army~Ruhr, ""unordered, stand. 

ITAXY (Goldman): 17o moves received. Pleets Tyrrhenian Sea, Apulia and 

Adriatic Sea all stand. 

Underlined moves do not succeed. The German army in Punich is dislodged 
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and rasy retreat to either Kiel or Silesia* 

A.S a result of these moves the helligerent rtov/ers control the supply- 
centres listed *belo\^/s 

r^USSIA: 4 home, 3 A.ustri&n, Venice, I'orway, Sweden, Berlin, and Munich, 
(12), Hay "build t\70. 

ji^'RAiJCSs 3 home, 3 English, 2 Iherian, Belgium, Tunis^ (10). Iiay "build one, 

TUHKHrY: 3 home, Humania, Eulgr.ria, Serbia, Greece, P.ome, Faples. (9). 
Kay huild three. 

Gli-il-^AlT^! Kiel, Holland, Denmr.rlc, (3), l':aast remove two. 

I'l'/iLY; Hone. i.ust remove all rerx^aining forces, 

Deadline for adjustment orders is Saturday, 27 May ,1967, 3uilds xuc.y he 
made conditional on the direction of the G-er-aan retreat. If adjustment 
orders are received a-:)-oreGia.'bly ahead of deadline, puhlication may he 
correspondingly advanced* 

PFJJSS PuHIiSASES: 

St, Petersburg, 6 /iUg. The minister of '/ar c.nnounced that a state of 
war existed between !'lussia and th-s German Zmpire. lie statec' that ii,.'Val 
units in the Baltic were already engaged. "Mussia h-;;'S declared war on 
the central government of Germany, 7/e hope that the Prench government 
will help us remove them from the earthl 'Soarry about that!* said '.Gig 
j?rother* ", said the official communique, 

Anhara, 8 Aug, A.p;-)roxiu: ,.tely four million Turlcs looked on as the beloved 
Abdul Osman III was installt)d as Sultan of 'jJurlcey, Prince of the "ialh-^ns, 
Siuperor of Italy, and Caliph of the ';?aithful. 'file largest cro\yd in Turkish 
history listened intently as the Sultan deliv.red his first official 
speech, 

"Six years ago your sons marched off to war, under the orders of my 
father. Since then ve have enlarged our l;,nds, f (At the v/eight of a 
severe plague, irnd seen savage combat and death, 

"And vK.ile these brave sons defended the Ottoman j^mpire, 1-cey officials 
toolc bribes, others changed official i^'oreign policy for their own ends, 
and we*ve seen the purge of the armed forces, a purge so' complete 
j;hat only tvfo Generals remain of the six hey ;.dmirsls and Generals tl'ia.t 
fought bade in 1901, '/'ov v/e see pLUssia, our only true ally, malcin,s 
ominous moves and crrrying on talks with or.r enemies. 

"Host, if not all, of the scandals and backstabbings can be ascribed 
to the Imperialism and loolitical framev/ork .of our age, and I for one. 
Caliph of all hoslems, will not allo\7 it any longer. Therefore, as 
leader of the Islamic nations, I, the Sulten, hereby declare a Holy 
■Jar, a Jehad, agcinst all nations who do not profess the one true faithi" 

The last reports from Anlcara, rnd Turkey in general, tell of wholesale 
massacres of the Christian -Doriulation and of millions of voices shouting, 
"Allah Akbar", 

Paris, 1 September, (API?) Turkey is advised: li-V-nis, Tuscany and the 
Tyrrhenian are off limits to Turkish fleets, cuch, in summary, is believed 
to be the contents ' - : of a teleg-rai^i transmitted to xiarkey today. 



Godarcf, Sude.n, end .Kassaua., Eritroe, 1 i"OT. ^osliat 3cy, sulDrnitt,.cl th^ 
follo\.-iug a'o-oraisal of tliw situ?.tion of the Turkish t^my of Africc.. 
"rot since tho de.ys of th^ Kalidi hav-- so ni-.ny i:io;.luri]s of tii.. Sudan oom^ 
tog-.th^r to xir.Q^ a T-oly V/er, -i^ill fflc.rch on Addis Ababa v;itli 100,000 
Sudanese, our caraol corx^s remaining "buiiind. About 4000 of our regular 
troops v/ill croatu a diversion n^ar j^assaua. 

"'Je are ciuito luclcy in not having to fight in tho Sudan. 
"Yes, fortune- was vith us vh-jti thu Italians -surrundered iiassaua to our 
aro-ohibious troops, r'ovjcvcr, Ad-n has not falj.on aud tho English Indian 
cxhy continues to su-^r^ly thvj fortress. We ha.vo too fcr; rc;gular troops 
to invest the city, end roraombor, I only have' 8000 regular infantry and 
2000 cavalry in Gedere:?. 

"Our ;.:gonts are trying to pia-rjuad'. the Jultan of Harar to revolt, 
but ■"■■e eon^t Icnow the situation too \ ell tli-jret" 



Meteorological X.^otes froni Ralston. 

The deadline, for the last set of ttiovus in gavi3t. 1906AV was Saturday, 29 
April, On /-'ridey it began to snox: ver^?" heavily, and by Saturday -aorning 
there vie.s a foot of fresh snow on the ground, v.his was the so-cond heavy 
f 11 of sno\/ within ten days, snov falls which h^ve resulted in heavy 
loss of stock in this area-v.hich is primarily ranching country. 

'.Lhe last raril delivery h-r.. on Seturdey is at noon. I was tolc at tha 
tiii:e that no Air j.'ail had been received in that -aail and, as v.]Oves from 
tv.'o pla.yr^.rs were missing, I tried to phono them. The uiisprint -of the 
deadline in the previou':-; issue contributing to that decision. I'.owtiVer, 
all phono lines out of ■ .edicine Hat proved: to be down and it was. not 
until '■..ome four hours loter tl'at I was abl^;, to reach the tv/o players 
involved. One of them had apparently nailed hi s taovus exit the letter 
had been lost, ihe other had been trying to phone rae, 'dthout success, 
since the previous day. ihe last mail out of ^"it,:lston- on a Saturday is 
■ft 5 H'l so that it was necessary to type the uoves in haste, omitting 
..;::-ess '".elet ses in order to cateh tlia t m.v.il. effort wasted: t?':at mcil 
also v/as not able to leave er:d I r.-as told t'^at nothing \,'OUld i^et out 
from the 3-ost Office until Lion day morning. So, the moves \:;ere re-typed 
Gund>:y, ^dth Press '■.-el- ases, i-y^c m-:iled :.enday., 

Unf ort^^nEtely, in ehe rush, errors occurred in re;->orting moves. In 
one tjrpinc Chcrles Vfelln fleets in jSnglrnd -./ere omitted, in anot'.ier 
hii fleet in lortugal. I am not really tr^^ing to sinir your fleets, 
Charles. As every player " ' " was sent tv;o copies of the moves, ^ed 
as the ti'^o co'^ies always cer.e from different t>";oings, I believe that the 
actuel position should have been clear to all. 

hy effort to get the moves out hy Saturday if at all possible was 
an attempt to bring the two graes, 1956Aii and 196oAV, into step i/ith 
ono another but, as can be seen, ^ne effort was not successful. Although 
as a mat er of fact, as I \:rite this, Thursday evening, 11 i..-ay, all the 
].'all moves for ga;.e 19SoAV rre in, ei'd I hvve been tempted to publish 
them \;ith t>ie issue. Kowever, better judgment has -prevailed, er^d the 
moves v/ill -/pit for the deadline, next h.onday. 

:y earnest su^^estion isj that for your ne^rt ge.mQ, you choose a 
m?; g^zine whose editor lives in a more genial clime. 
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LRCjBDirGlTA.G Corapleted Game Hating List - #5, 

EriOB would lilce to congrr.tulo.te John Sinythe for Iiib recent \^jin in 
QExne 19o5H« Garriecl in VliXC. 'n ¥ooly the [c^xne \to.s lcnoV:fn as 1965ia-; 
in that journal. This is John* b fourth victory in Postal Diplomacy, 
his second as Italy, 

A x;in ty Italy, previously at the 'bottoTn of the c-ountry list, 
:oroc'Uces sorao changes in the lictin;-- for t^ae countries. OIe inversion 
Vc.s carried ri^ht through the game: Turlcey, r::t the top of ' the list, v:as 
the first to loe eliiiiinated in this" g-^-.o.^c. :iT.gland, second fro'iii the top, 
vjas the second to l^e ^eliminated, xhc result le that t'!:er3 is rauch less 
spread bet'/een tlie pov/ers in tie current lir^ting "clien tlio-re T:as in 
the last previous one, given in Ti-lOB #53. 

Garies 1953A., B, 1954A, B, C, D, 1935^:., ii], I, L, h, S, T, 
19361), AP-,' -p/re included in this listing, ihe first and the last, biin^:.. 
5-man gaviies, are omitted from the country listing. 



+24 John Smythe (w) 



- 1 ^avl iTaompson 



+10 John i:oning 

+ 9 Banlcs l';e"bane 

Derek I'elson ("7) 

+ 8 Donald i:iller (w) 

+ 7 l^rank Clark 

+ 6 John j :cGallurQ (V/) 
Bruce PelE (";;) 
Charles Veils (V/) 

+ 5 hick Brooks 

+ 4 lOric Blake 

John Boardman (V/) 
BolDert X^jke 

J'\mes : achenzie (v/) 

Dian Pelz 

Cherles Turner ('7) 

+ 2 I':ark 0\.7ings 
Jock Boot 
Ga.il Schov/ 

+ 1 Bill Christian 
r.en Davidson 
Anders Swenson 
..lohert B''ard 

0 Ben Bailes 

Christina Bran-ian 
-John Bavey 
Ben Bendin 



- 2 Boh Adams 

Hon Daniels 
James Dygert 
James Goldman 
Charles Beinsel 
James Sandex'S 

- 3 PLon Bounds 

Conrad von i:et2ke 

- 4 Clint Bigglestone 

Bargaret Gemignani 
Jack J:arnes0 
Dave l...cDaniel 
Koland Tzudiker 

- 5 Tom Eulmer 

Jerald Jacks 
Stuprt Keshner 
Stephen Patt 

- 6 Bernie L:iing 

Don Becklies 
Joel Sattel 

-10 Charles Brannan 
B.i chard Schults 

-12 I'red. Lerner 

-15 Paul Tiarley- 

Bor John Smythe* s ovn feelings 
about Bating Lists, see his letter 
in tB-is issue. 



The country list, omitting: the t^vo gomes: 



Turkey +24 65,4=% 

England +12 57,7 

ST^nce 0 ^,0 

Austria - 1 49 « 4 

Italy - 8 44.9 

Germany nl3 41,7 

r.ussia -14 41,0 



BETKEATS BAKRSiD BY STAilD- OI?P 

l^e rulebook states: "The ((retreating)) unit me.y not retrec.t. , , , , 

to E space \"hich r.'as left vacant due to a stand-off on tlie raove," 
See paragr?Tih *"ilue :::etreat",. ppge 5. The clots in the sentence Q.uoted 
above represent clauses clealin; Tjith of.er conditions barring a 
retreating unit froro certein cpacesj those clauses h-r.ve no relevance 
to T'bat v/e are discussing h&re« 

The quoted sentence has olv;ays b-jen interpreted a& aaaning 
that a stand-off in any spece, closes that s-oace to retreats cring 
frora moves on the sarje season of plcy. That interpretation is, as fc^.r 
as I IcnoY/, universal in all the raaeasines; it certainly is t]...e inter- 
pretation used in EROB, 

/.Recently Jim Latimer has sut-c-ested that there is a-jother 
possible interpretation. See his letter in G-ra ustar lc #125 for -c- full 
statevjent of his vie\7s« Briefly, the cru:c of the argument is, "..hst does 
"the move'"' mean in the ciuotec sentence? Does it mean all moves foi the 
season of play under consideration? If so, the traditional inter- 
pretation is, of course, correct, L space left vacant by reason of a 
st.rnd-off then becomes forbidden tercritory for anj'' retreating unit. 
It is Latimer's suscs's"tio*^ that '=the move'^ does not mean that, he 
thinks it means merely those movements directly involved in the stand- 
off, and no oi.hers, under such an interpretation a space left open 
due to a stand-off vi'ould be, prohibited ground as far" as the tv;o forces 
standing each ot?ier off are concerrodj either of them, if forced to 
retreat, \?ould not be cllowed to. enter the spr.ce trhich it had -IreadLy 
■nade a try for, ;3ut any other force, compelled to retreat, might still 
use the space left vacant by the stand-off. 

As stated, B PcOBDl l'C-l~A.G ' s i n t e rp i- e t tie nha s , he r e t o f o r e , been 
the conventional one, ih.at v?ill continue to b'-i the inter-pretation here 
for the duration of the ty/o current games. It is also, in ray opinion, 
the correct inter-pretation. '""'bv/ever , I t'link the point is of sufficient 
interest so that an opinion from-jj.r. Calhamer vould be of value. I 
hope he v;ill be able to indicate his viev.is on the matter, 

A.S it happens, there is a case of this uncertainty in the 
Spring 1905 move of game 19G6AY, reported in this issue of BL-iOB. There 
a German force in j...arseilles and a-u Italian one in Venice both tried for 
Piedmont and stood each other off« i/either of these forces was dis- 
lodged, had one of .them biien dislodged, then under any interpretation, 
Latimer's or any one else*s, Bieomont 'jould not be open to that force 
for retreat, 'iov/evers there r/as pnother force in the vicinity which v;as 
dislodged, nai"ely the Italian army in Tyroli^'. Under the usual inter- 
r^retation it Cc^nnot go to Piedmont, and is, therefore, annihilated as 



there is no other opening for the retreat. Under Le.tiiaer^s interpret- 
ation, the Tyrolian artny v/ould he allowed to retreat to Piedmont. 

I don't knov/ v;hy these things e.l\ie.yy.- hc.ppen to Dave I'rancis* 
I already ov/e him a gaiae "by reason of ray ruling on the Soardr3an :-:ule 
ciue-stion. Should i:r. Celhamer sup-oort XiCtimer's sug;^;estion, then I'll 
oT/e D.ave another garae. }'*onetheless, for at least the duration ox the 
two current games, the conventional inter"o:. etation o:^ the sentence 
will 'a^roly in jlROB, 



John Smythe., Jr ., 521 auast Prospect, Girard, Ohio, 44420, j I hfrve 

a very lov; opinion of the recent, <:.nd not so 
recent, attempts to rate Diploriiacy plcyers. k Thile ago I devised a 
system so complicated thp.t I was sure everyone ii/ould forget about 
ratings, SighJ , everyone just forgot ahout -my rating system, 

Unlilce other games of skill vhere the opposition is Icnovm 
and generally limited to a single op'Donent (cut-throat pinochle is an 
exception in that th^e are ty/o opponents), Diplomacy presents a 
player \7ith six opponents. To rae.'ke matters v7orse, players are encouraged 
to form coalitions, "break coalitions, ond form nev.' coalitions, etc,, 
un-tilthe game ends or" -the plryers lapse into the advanced stages of 
paranoia, Even so, an objective measure of skill could be devised if 
there existed one primary player motivation, I believe no primary 
player motivation exists in Diplomacy. Players may be motive. ted by any 
combination of an infinite number of needs. All too often the least 
of these is the need to be a "t/inner". 

If Diplomacy players' prime.ry motivation v;ere to be a ivdnner 
then an ansiver, or answers, mur^t be devised to explain the following 
phenomena s 

1, A. player's willingness to assume responsibility' for a country 
in an impossible situation midway throufdi a game. 

2, Pleyers' v/illingness to pley :;rcnce auo Germany, v/hich are almost 
impossible to win with, 

3, Conr.?d von l.etzke's willingness to play ^lustria-Kungary, even 
thou£:h he has yet to survive f mail game, let alone win, while 
playing it. 

4, ICarl Tliompson's willingness to violate ':L'hom-DSon-S"mythe alliances, 
though doing so denies him the op\"iortunity to \7in. 

So beside the problem of mechanics, devisors of rating 
systems must discover what motivates people to play Di-olome.cy, Until 
they do ratings are nothing but s-.musing exercises in arithmetic. 

((+(Your ovrn name, John, heads e.ll the rating lists and it certainly 
is interesting, to hear your views on the subject, I don't Icno': if any 
sane person plays Diplomacy, J3ut if we give ourselves the benefit ox the 
doubt, and say that some of us are more or less sane, I am ■ sure th^it 
all sane players must agree -.vith you, if your rer.jarlcs refer 'to the 
details of 'the rating lir^ts. To say that a point or two difference 
in some rating list has any significance is obvious nonsense,' f.vnd your 
saying that the lii^.ts are mere exercises in arithmetic is, to tlia.t 
extent, perfectly valid. However, loolced at in a broader way, I think 



tlie lists 

licve £ re.lne and are even more or less accurate. If you turn Ijack 
tv;o or -tliree p^ges you \.lll corae on che current edition o:C tl'i-- mOB 
rating list. Iiiraediately l3elo\: your o\m iiexae you idll find Jolm ^.:oning» s 
and, slightly "belor; his, Dereic 7'elson* s, ":-:ou Icnov "both personclly e.s 
v;ell c.s through rac.il JDipiomcoy, v.'t^uld you not agree tlicvt Ijoth r:-re 
superior players viho yl-y e better &,?.ne th^.r.! do LTost oi' the ccher 
people listed th re? woulc; you not say that those near the hottoni of 
the list have earned that ;->osltion, ee regards play in th< ganie, vhat- 
"ever their contribution i:oay have- heen a^ editors, vrviters, or u;:e lilce? 
So. that, provided one talces it x/ith the loroverhir.l grain of salt, I 
think the li^^ts do provide sorje guidance" a*:^ to the skill of the va rious 
players. , " 

i\B an old tiiner you T.:ay say, ''So v;]iat?'"' :fou have long cince 
for-med subjective judgments concerning all these -^eo-ole, rjulti- 
diraensional judgi-.:3onts quite impossible to coiTi-^ress' into a linear sccle, 
'':3ut not every one. is an old-^tirner, This sort of t:ing does forra r-.oiue 
sort of guidance for the neT/ comer T7ho othervase feels himself lost 
in a sea of unfamiliar nerjes.. I think that rating lists in one fcrui 
or another are likely to last as long as the ^^aT:]-:- la;:ts. 

j::e\7er readers rncy be interested, John, in 'that rating system 
of yours. It --;as suggested in a letter -oubli^hed in Graus tark #32, 
It gave a point for every supply centre controlled at 'the terr-ination 
of a gc-irae. One third point vjas subtracted for every 3'oring or .11 
move missed. One half point to be deducted for every year that a game 
continued, after the elimination of the player being rated. ..hen 
a player's final score,; for all gardes, is divided by the nuiuber of g^mes 
he has played. To take this game which you, John, have Just ■iTcnl in 
V/ild^'n Wooly and r/hose completion gave, rise" to the r^/.ting list on a 
-previous page, the table- .beiov/ shov;r_- the points asrjignec by your systevj 
and by the IlCiOB systems 





Smythe ■ . 




Smythe 


+18 


+5 


honing 


+12 


+4 


'Jard 


■ +^2 ■ 


+1 


XicCallum 


; ' ■■f'^2 


+1 


Harness 


o. 5 


-3 


Bounds 


- 4.5 


-3 


von iLetzke 


" 4. 


-6 



Jiakin^ allovance' for the difference in scal^j, I am more struck by the 
similarity than the differences. 

Your point 3 does von L.etzke an injustice. In game 1S65I>, 
plr-ying A.us±ria-hungary,' his favorite country, he is one of the three 
survivors remaining in the game. He should be the runner-up vhen the 
game is concluded, -jamcc)+)) 

Douglas Beyerleih, 3934 S^ ¥. , Southern, Seattle, Wash,, 93116! /^hout 

■ - -rr-^-r, 'j^^ game .fees- I- generally agree th what John IConing 
sale, m i:.L?OB 7r59, but remember being the editor of a highly r^ ted 
Diplomacy journal pl-ce- you.in the position that you can turn down 
people looking for ga/ae openings because vhen^i^ver you pre ready to 
tl'^Z ^ t^^e^ once itts announced the gaue fills qlckly.'fhis is 

tiue 0. all establishea Diplomacy journals, \7ith Cerebral ebul^ 



we were Yory fortunate to start our first !}^sj:]q quicicly and now the 
second and we will loegin a third game if there is e.iiy res'ionse from ' 
the public. Put hecsuse we h£.ve e. journal \/ith no reputation we C£:inot 
he fussy and, therefore, vje do not ash for the g'r?ije fee until the ga::j£ 
starts. 

■Te h,-;.Ys run into the situation w/iere, on the s-oring ii^ove ((1901)), 
one -oleyer did not send in hi moves hy the deadline and, to heep the geae 
feir (that is no"!: the v:ord 1 want hut it vjill do), -./e h.:d to sit around 
until the. I'lOYe wr-t sent in. \7e are still waiting. '.Chat would you do 
in euch a case.? 

((+(: y re::ly to your second "o. ragraph rer:iinds ne very rjuch of thc-.t 
famous advice to nariners \ho find thoPiselves on a lee shore* XTm.t to 
do in such e. situ-:.tion? ::lrst, n.-.ver allov.- yourself to he caught in 
such situation. You ^;ould not he in the predicaaent you aeiition if 
you deT:ianded fees with g?ruje a":;')lication. 

You say that, as a hegini-.ing puhlication, you Ccnnot afford 
to he .fussy. It is precisely -chc heginning puhlicaxion ■.■hich can't 
afford to he anything- else, Grau end s^ah hoth helJe outstanding reput- 
ations, ehey could, if they wanted to, coast for a vhile on those 
reputations, vhe editor -of n.ither does coast: they hoth ohviously put 
a great deal of effort into their -ouhllcotions continuously, hut they 
could slach off a little, no" av)d then, if they -;/antc-d to, fho rest of 
u_s -cannot afford to do that. As: vjo do not hr:.vo tc offer that curious 
hlend of "Liaisons dangereuses'' , Sheloch Holiness end political polerjic, 
which is Grauste.rlr , nor th; polish and general finieh i:;hich ie sTah , we 
have to he exce"itionally ccreful that T/e do offer well conducted games, 
7/e cannot, unfortunately, g-uarentee that tlie in a ganie v.lll 

reiioain in it until t>e end or until they are eliminated in play. .'?ut 
we can do our hest to ensure that a list of players for a i^^xn^ that vq 
publish is a true one, end tha^t "everyone on the list act ielly intends 
to play, A-nc' one thing to help estahlish that f.:ct ie to derx.nd p.:yi::ent 
\ ;i th ap-^1 i c r.t i on . 

It i-' ■',7orth noting that 11 the e^rly Diplomacy ' :':;irE s did 
just trat as -a matte:; oi course ^-/.-y.n-.yt ■■^^^^^"^£lE» huritania, - ered onia , 
Pich Schults ' s Sro hdingnag, end f r en t o r , 1 x 'eico e c t e"d ' f e e tli" appli"cation. 
It v/i?s not until .. 'Pl T'^o oly cavje :long 'juet before the :. e\/ Pear 

of 1955 that the adveftsin" gimmiclc of "Pay" \;ith first move-' v^as intro- 
duced, 'ehat coes it accoraplieh anyhoi;? Sueely, if t^.e ;;jle;y'-r rer.lly 
intends to ;jlay it mehe?. no cifference to hira ■..hether he ays his 
two dollars now, or a month from no^^' vh.en th, gc:mo actually jt. rts. The 
only person ""ho benefits hy it, the p rson \.'ho e&'J^s "turned do'./n'' pL^a 
your phrase, is- the fellOT' i/ho likes to see his "name published in a 
game list, vliether or not he actually plays in the game. Yi/hat does 
g_&i''Gbral : ;ebul_a , or any ether 'zine, loee hy turning doi-n each a -flayer? 
Pothing. Pjnd.f if the fact thet it does so ie 'mo-.Ti, it will gain 
considerably as far as its re-outction for running a fair and well-, 
conducted game is concerned, 

?/hat it comes down to ia thiss .Poes one publish a megazine in 
order to conduct the games in it, or does one run a number of gam..s 
to have an excuse for "oubliehin -; a mag,: sine^ If the latter, then the other 
m." terial in the magazine will have to he very geod indeed if you are 
to continue to attrect ;players, year after year. If the foxT^ier, then 
one of tl; e tPings you have eo do in order to have a fr:-,ir g :.me, is to ensure 
that there are no extra "jokers'^ in ohe declc. -jamcc) + )) 
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A.ncl, John Stnythe , nay I coae bccl: uo your l^^to-. r iCor a raoraent? ilie 

correlation co-effici'erit betv/een the ^jcorec; v;I-iich your 
syuteti] giYeb to the "olL^yerc in gr.nie 1935i.i, r.nd the- t:;core given Toy the 
HROB r.: r.teii] iu G9,5,''^, /Irj j^our letter :jtrongly rarplies, ^.■■e'~c5.cnf t really 
Icnov \i\e.t \:c are iiieaLiuring here. Of three 'oleV'jrG, one nay ^./ant to \7in 
orj failinc: tli^.t, to cone a;j near rinning ^oe^jiblo. A. cecond uiry 
v/ant to !jet up g^rae oituotione ■.7hich allov- him to trstt^' am.xiing ■ore::^^ 
releases, kno z tliird'c notivc rar.y "be to do ac much damage r -e ■ooL.-..ihle 
to another ;olayer viho 'bcck-otahued him i^ouo time in the pact. All three 
may succeed as I'rr as their subjective motiv.^ticne are concerned, Lut 
it i;v a-:r:jarent thct they v.ill get very different scores on re ting liets, 
.put, v/hatever v-e are measuring, vath a £0f> coexficient of correlation, 
i v^ould say that vie ere both nee suring the same thing, I doubt tlia t 
that thing, '/hatever it is, is purely shill, I hnor that in : ny game 
v:here I hev- done veil I have h.a,d a number of lucky breai':;^: in my favor; 
so, presum-ably, these liets measure mean luch as v/e-ll a^. me.--n skill. 
r.ut, es consistent ts they are, they are measuring something end, by and 
large, the same thing, 

the waj'", j' -'as interested in your remark tliat I-'rance and 
Germany are practically impossible to v.ln eath. You may have noticed 
in :^?.QVj .;--54 that jr. Ce.lhrmer. told Jered Johnson that, in hie opinion, 
all the countries are equal. V/ell, you are c:n e:r-)ert in the game if 
rnybody is, and your sr^atement v;ould seem to refute Gelha.mer' s remark, 
ler. Calhamer further stid that among lese experienced p3c. yers Turkey 
hc?d a 50;' chance of rlnning, ::ijngland 33^j', ."/ranee lO'/j, all of the 
others having virtually no chance at all, "ou rete I'rence's chance as 
very lov/, in contrast to : r, Calhamer* s putting it in third place. 
It v.'ould be interesting to see lion you rate the chances of ail tl^e 
countries. 



leliJW B1.00D 

Dougl a s, _."3eyerlein (address above) mentioned in his letter no^- -olayorsj 

3oyd Benson, 831 Grand A.ve,, Everett, Wash,, 98201, end 
¥, Gerald ^iThite, 4004 S.E, Pine, Portland, Ore,, 97214. 

Lee /g-ico a 6401 hay Blvd., Alexandria, 7a., 22310, v.rote asking about 

game openings, 

Sarry S, Levy_, 904 West Lincoln Highway, :fZ, DeiCalb, 111., S0115, 
"■' ~ •'.vrote asking about diplomacy. 



((elie ideal diplomat possesses)) truth, accuracy, calm, patience, good 
temper, modesty, loyalty, "But", the reader may object, "you have 
forgotten intelligence, knowledge, d iscernment, prudence, hospitality, 
charm, industry, courage and even tact," I heve not forgotten them. 
X have taken them for gr^^nted. 

Ear o Id :■ ■ 1 0 o 1 s 0 n 5 Bi pi oraa c y • 



iOBDi: "Qli Tr is published by John hcCallum, .e.:lston, .llberta, Can...da, 



